Abstract. Collections of 'Echinorhynchus salmonis' from Britain and Ireland deposited in The Natural History Museum, London (1921.7.19.3-12 and 1952.10.30.122-127) were reidentified as Acanthocephalus clavula and Acanthocephalus lucii respectively. The amphipod, Pontoporeia affinis, European intermediate host of E. salmonis, does not occur in the British Isles, so it is concluded that E. salmonis is absent from British and Irish freshwater fishes.
(see Meyer 1932, fig. 133 ) identified Acanthocephalus lucii (Müller, 1776) . The cerebral ganglion was at the base of the proboscis sac, there were 16 longitudinal rows of hooks, but only a maximum of 6 of 7-9 hooks in each row were protruded. Acanthocephalus lucii is very wide-spread in freshwater fishes in the British Isles, was first recorded in Ireland by Bellingham (1844, as Echinorhynchus angustatus) and the intermediate host is the isopod Asellus aquaticus (Brattey 1983 , Brown et al. 1986 .
Authenticated E. salmonis 1981.3341-3349, one male and five females, had enlarged fore-bodies (see Meyer 1932, fig. 151; Golvan 1969, fig. 162 ) so were obviously different externally from the other acanthocephalans from Britain and Ireland, had 14 longitudinal rows of proboscis hooks, 9-11 each, with the cerebral ganglion situated mid-way along the proboscis sac typical of Echinorhynchus (Meyer 1932) . The amphipod, Pontoporeia affinis, is intermediate host in northern Europe and Russia (Shtein 1959 , Golvan 1969 , Valtonen 1983 . Pinkster (1978) showed that P. affinis is found only in the lowlands of northern Europe, the Baltic region, Fennoscandinavia and into Russia. Pontoporeia affinis does not occur in the British Isles, so it is concluded that E. salmonis is absent from British and Irish freshwater fishes. The re-examination of these voucher specimens thus solves a biogeographical anomaly.
The conservation in 1921 and 1932 of voucher specimens of Acanthocephala re-identified in this note shows the importance of museum collections. Grabda-Kazubska and Chubb (1968) first separated E. clavula sensu Dujardin, 1845 from E. clavula sensu Lühe, 1911 when unpublished drawings made by Dujardin and kept at Université de Rennes, France were seen to show that the cerebral ganglion in both the drawings and acanthocephalans from Llyn Tegid were at the base of the proboscis receptacle sac, characteristic of the genus Acanthocephalus not Echinorhynchus. Thus, preservation of Dujardin's drawings at Rennes, and worms in The Natural History Museum, allowed re-assessment of taxonomic priorities and identifications.
Acanthocephalan materials should be carefully cleaned prior to fixation (Bylund et al. 1980 ) and kept over-night in water in a refrigerator to extend the proboscis for accurate counting of hook rows and numbers. The current Museum samples had not been fixed to aid critical taxonomic study, especially those from trout stomachs (Healy 1953) . The 1921 formalin-fixed materials (Baylis 1928) were suitable for SEM, indeed long-preserved helminths may also provide DNA for extraction and molecular characterisation (Li et al. 2000) .
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